1. A large black bug is eating the shrub in my back yard.

2. Gus just had lunch with a bunch of men from the shop.
3. Mrs. Tucker likes to dust the house on rainy days.
4. Mr. Rich likes to hunt for rare wild flowers in his spare time.
5. Bud tried to rub the dirt off his face with the cuff of his shirt.
6. The small pup chased afuzz ball across the rug in the den.
7. Some people think baseball is dull, but I think it is fun.
8. Mr. Sharp just joined the new club.
9. If we are lucky, the sun will shine when we play the game.
10. Would you run away from a skunk?
I 1. The baby likes to play with the toy duck in the tub.
12. Gum was stuck to the sole of my sneaker.
13. We could not fit the rug into the trunk of our car.
14. My brother drives a dump truck.

1. My baby sister likes to play with her plush toy lamb.

2. Miss Cross's thumb became numb when she broke it.
3. I did not mean to crush the small toy, but I did not see it.
4. Ms. Clark used a tiny brush to paint the doll's face.
5. A baby sheep is called a lamb.
6. Gus ate every last crumb on his plate.
7. Do you think skunks are dumb?
8. You cannot rush if you want to do the job right.
9. It did not take much time to fix my father's car.
10. People rushed from the store when they heard the firebell ring.
11. Flush the mud out of the pail with a hose.
12. The curly fur on a lamb is called fleece.
13. Eating too much food can be a dumb thing to do.
14. Grace blushed when Ben told her she was cute.
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1. They had to push the car when it would not run.

2.
3.

Roy was in no rush to help them push the car.
Put your golf clubs in the trunk of the car for now.
4. She had to pull hard on the string to keep the kite flying.
5. Ike put a clean cloth over the cut on his arm.
6. Did you see that skunk run under the bush?
7. His big brother had to pull the small boy up the hill on the sled.
8. The child's pail was full of mud.
9. Did you see the flower buds on the bush in the back yard?
10. Grace spilled a full cup of tea on the rug.

My Dog Plush

I

have a dog called Plush. He is white, and his fur is thick and soft. That is
why I named him Plush. One day Plush dug a big hole in our back yard. It
was a wet day, so the dirt that Plush dug became mud. Plush dug and dug.
The mud was like mush. The muck stuck to the thick fur underneath Plush's
belly. His feet were pure brown. Plush dug so much that it seemed like
there must have been a pound of meat under the mud.

All of a sudden, Plush jumped up in the air. He landed on his side and got
more mud on him. Then he jumped ,p again and landed on his other side.
He started to run around in the mud, and he ran until he fell over. Now his
back was caked with mud too. What a mess! Plush had mud all over him.
Why would he do that? It seemed like a dumb thing to do.

I must say I was not pleased to see such a mess. I had to bathe Plush, and
when Plush gets a bath he whines and whines. It seemed like I had to wash
Plush for an hour. He whined the whole time. I did not think he would ever
be white again.

It

just playing in the mud. It may have seemed dumb
to me, but Plush was thrilled. He dug and dug just for fun. But let me tell
you, it was no fun for me trying to clean him up. If I have my way, he will
never play in the mud again.
seems that Plush was

35

@Copyright 2016 Stevenson Learning Skills, Nancy Stevenson, William Stevenson

The Mumps
When Bud Jones was a small boy, he was sick with the mumps. It felt like
he had a huge lump inside his throat, and it hurt very much. The lump made
it hard to chew. He could not eat lunch without pain. The lump in his throat
even made it seem as if he had a bump or a hump on his neck. He was hot
all the time, too.

Bud felt punk for days. He had a puppy, and the puppy could tell that Bud
was sick. The dog would come to see him and snuggle up to him in bed.
The puppy would put his cool wet nose on Bud's face. The dog would brush
up against Bud's arm and wag his tail. Being sick was never fun, but having
a soft puppy stay with him made Bud feel better.
Today few people get the mumps. You can get a shot in your arm that keeps
you from being sick with mumps. You will not have to feel like your throat
is full of lumps.

1. When did Bud Jones have the mumps?

2. Who came to see Bud when he was sick?
3. Have you ever had the mumps?
What Does It Mean To Be Dumb?

If you call someone

dumb, you may mean that he or she is not smart. It is
not kind to say such a thing. No one wants to be called dumb in that way.

The other meaning of the word dumb has nothing to do with being smart or
not being smart. You can use the word to mean a person who cannot speak.
Some people cannot speak because their voices do not work right. Their
throats have been hurt. Some people who are dumb cannot speak because
they cannot hear. It is hard to speak if you cannot hear. But people who are
dumb can be very smart!
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Buddy, The Skunk
Buddy was a skunk who liked to try to scare people. One night Buddy was
in Mr. Butler's back yard trying to find some supper in the ground. Buddy
eats grubs that live under the grass. He also eats slugs. He dug into the
ground near an old stump and found lots of grubs. Then in a clump of weeds
he found some slugs. Buddy filled his tummy with grubs and slugs.
When his tummy was full, Buddy wanted to have some fun. So he thumped
on Mr. Butler's house, and he kept thumping until he heard Mr. Butler stir
inside. Buddy waited for Mr. Butler to come out. Mr. Butler turned on a
light that shined into the yard. Then he came out to see what was making
the thumping noise. Buddy jumped out from behind a bush into the middle
of the yard. He turned around and then he stuck his tail in the air. When
skunks stick up their tails, it means they are going to spray, and skunk spray
smells very, very, very bad.

Mr.

Butler could not help but see Buddy. Buddy's white stripe was bright in
the light. Then Mr. Butler's face turned as white as Buddy's stripe. He ran
into his house as fast as he could. To Buddy this was all lots of fun. He did
not spray Mr. Butler, but it made him happy to see Mr. Butler turn white and
run.

Real Skunks
You just read a story about Buddy the Skunk. Buddy is not a real skunk.
Real skunks do dig in the ground to get grubs to eat. They also eat slugs,
bugs and many other things. Real skunks do come out to eat at night. They
sleep in the daytime. Real skunks are black with a white stripe on their
backs. Real skunks also do lift their tails up when they are going to spray.
And the spray of real skunks does smell very, very, very bad. But real
skunks do not plan to scare people just for fun.

1. What are some things that skunks eat?

2. When do skunks sleep?
3. Would you want to get sprayed by u skunk?
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